
“What Child Is This?” 
Luke 1:30-33 

 
Intro:  The holiday season is well underway.  Wafting in the air are the traditional 
songs about sleds, snow, and Santa Claus.  And then intermingled, hymns about 
Jesus.  One of them catches my attention because it asks a sobering question: 
 
“What child is this, who, laid to rest on Mary’s lap is sleeping, whom angels greet 
with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping?” 
 
For an answer let’s turn our attention to the remarkable prophecy of Jesus’ birth 
in Luke 1—Gabriel’s appearance to Mary. 
And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with 
God.  “And behold, you will conceive in your womb, and bear a son, and you 
shall name Him Jesus.  “He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Most 
High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David;  and He 
will reign over the house of Jacob forever; and His kingdom will have no end.” 
(Luke 1:30-33) 
 
I am sure that this announcement by God through His angel, Gabriel, is recorded 
by Luke, not to encourage us to celebrate a man-made holy day to Jesus’ birth but 
to make clear to us at the beginning of his gospel who Jesus is by revealing the 
mission planned for Him by God. 
 
What child is this?  God’s messenger answers.  He is— 
 

Savior of sinful man—“You shall name Him Jesus” 
Jesus’ name was carefully chosen.  He was named not by Joseph and Mary 
but by God; for His very name identifies His mission on earth.  Our word 
“Jesus” is an English transliteration of the Greek word Ihsouj by which 
Jesus was called by his disciples.  That Greek name is in turn a derivative of 
a common Hebrew name “Yehoshua” which means “the Lord saves”.  This 
OT name, “Joshua”, reminded every Israelite of their dependence upon the 
Lord for deliverance from all enemies. 
The salvation Jesus would bring is spiritual as God makes clear later to 
Joseph.. 
“And she will bear a Son; and you shall call His name Jesus, for it is He who 
will save His people from their sins.” (Matthew 1:21) 
“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; For you will go 
on before the Lord to prepare His ways; to give to His people the knowledge 
of salvation by the forgiveness of their sins, (Luke 1:76-79) 
We could wish that all who adore him as a child would love Him as Savior.  
The baby in the manger became the sacrificial lamb at Calvary and offered 
his own body and life in our stead for our sins. 



and He Himself bore our sins in His body on the cross, that we might die to 
sin and live to righteousness; for by His wounds you were healed. (1 Peter 
2:24) 
What child is this?  He is the Savior of all mankind through his redemptive 
work on the cross; the only hope of eternal life for a world lost in sin. 

 
God’s divine Son—“He shall be great and will be called the Son of the Most 
High” 

Most children who are born into the world will achieve a level of 
accomplishment that will not make them stand out in society but meld into 
the masses.  A few will reach a level of accomplishment that they will be 
remembered after death.  An interesting exercise is to write down the names 
of all the people you know out of the billions of people who have lived who 
you did not personally know.  You will see immediately how rare true 
“greatness” is.  This child would “truly” be great.  No person who has ever 
lived has had the impact on the world as Jesus.  In 1926 a preacher by the 
name of James A. Francis sought to use Jesus’ example to encourage 
others to greatness.  He spoke in part these words which have now been 
quoted millions of times. 

"Here is a man who was born in an obscure village, child of a peasant 
woman..  He grew up in another obscure village. He worked in a carpenter 
shop until He was thirty, and then for three years was an itinerant 
preacher.  
"He never wrote a book. He never held an office. He never owned a home 
He never had a family. He never went to college. He never put his foot 
inside a big city. He never traveled two hundred miles from the place 
where He was born. He never did one of the things that usually 
accompany greatness. He had no credentials but himself. He had nothing 
to do with this world except the naked power of His divine manhood." 
"While still a young man the tide of popular opinion turned against Him. 
His friends ran away. One of them denied Him. Another betrayed Him. He 
was turned over to His enemies. He went through the mockery of a trial. 
He was nailed upon the cross between two thieves. His executioners 
gambled for the only piece of property He had on earth while He was 
dying, and that was His coat. When He was dead, He was taken down and 
laid in a borrowed grave through the pity of a friend. 
"Nineteen wide centuries have come and gone and today He is the center 
of the human race and the leader of the column of progress 
"I am far within the mark when I say that all the armies that ever marched, 
and all the navies that were ever built, and all the parliaments that ever sat 
and all the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not affected the life 
of man upon the earth as powerfully as has this one solitary life." 

This child was not only great; he was called the Son of God. What the first 
chapters of the gospel make clear to us is that, though Jesus was born into 
the world as a man and possessed the nature of man, he was more than a 
man.  He was God in human body subject to the characteristics of 
humanity. 



For in Him all the fulness of Deity dwells in bodily form, (Colossians 2:9) 
 No one will, no matter how brilliant, adequately explain the mysteries of 
the incarnation.  God became Man in Jesus in such a way that he did not 
cease to be God.  Think about that awhile.  

He demonstrated all the qualities of humanity (body, physical need, 
subject to temptation out of that need). 
And yet in the full possession of his divine nature as well (omniscient, 
omnipotent, omnipresent, eternal). 

Because of this he can be: 
God’s mediator 
For there is one God, and one mediator also between God and men, 
the man Christ Jesus, (1 Timothy 2:5) 
Man’s high priest 
Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, that He 
might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining 
to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. (Hebrews 2:17) 

What child is this? 
And He is the image of the invisible God, the first-born of all creation. 
(Colossians 1:15) 
And He is the radiance of His glory and the exact representation of 
His nature… (Hebrews 1:3) 

 
Lord and Christ—“The Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David 
& He will reign over the house of David forever & His kingdom will have no end. 

When God chose Israel and delivered them from bondage, He set himself as 
king over them.  When they came to Sinai he made this known by telling 
them that there were a “kingdom of priests” (Ex. 19:6).  Who was the king?  
God.  Later the people impressed with the earthly kingdoms around them 
clamored for a human king (1 Sam. 8:5).  They had rejected the Lord as 
king.  God gave them what they wanted.  What Israel learned from this 
experience was that when men served as their king, unless he was truly a 
servant of God himself, their nation suffered and their kingdom would not 
endure.  God then began to excite in them the hope that God would give 
them a righteous king that would rule over them and whose kingdom would 
not come under the judgment of the Lord because of sin but would instead 
endure forever. 

For a child will be born to us, a son will be given to us; And the 
government will rest on His shoulders; And His name will be called 
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.  
There will be no end to the increase of His government or of peace, On 
the throne of David and over his kingdom, To establish it and to 
uphold it with justice and righteousness From then on and 
forevermore.  The zeal of the Lord of hosts will accomplish this. 
(Isaiah 9:6-7) 

The angel Gabriel declares that these wonderful promises of a holy king 
over the house of David are now about to be fulfilled and because of His 



holiness those who serve Him will never again see their kingdom destroyed 
as before but rather be apart of what would endure forever. 

This kingdom is the reign of God in the hearts of His church. 
It is the rule of God through Christ in the hearts of all who accept His 
word. 
For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us 
to the kingdom of His beloved Son, (Colossians 1:13) 
It is a kingdom that cannot be shaken. 
Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us 
show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service 
with reverence and awe; (Hebrews 12:28) 

What child is this?  He is the King of kings and Lord of all lords. 
 

Conclusion:  What child is this?  Jesus—Savior of all men, the great and divine Son 
of God, the mighty king of Israel, who reigns over the house of David forever and 
whose kingdom has no end.  He is now no child; but all these things, in the 
completeness of His redemptive work and authority.  He is no helpless baby in a 
manger but the mighty Lord who rules over all. 
 
If we read those stories and all we see is a baby in a manger, we’ve missed the whole 
point.  If all it stirs us to do is exercise a shallow sentimentalism toward the end of the 
year, we’ve missed the whole point.  When these stories mean to us what they should 
we will fall before Him in all of His greatness, mercy and power and say like 
Thomas, “My Lord and my God”.   

 
How about you?  What is Jesus to you?  Have you made Him Lord of your life?  Is 
He the king whose law you obey?  Do you call him Savior? 


